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ÅHigher job loss rates compared to more educated 

workers (Analysis of Displaced Worker Survey, Henry S. Farber)

ÅLower reemployment rates than more educated 

displaced workers (Displaced Worker Survey, 2008)

Education Level Reemployment Rate

Less than High School 58 percent

High School Graduate 67 percent

Associate Degree 74 percent

College Graduate 74 percent
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ÅCommon Strategy:  Basic skills instruction typically 

precedes occupational skills training.

ÅInnovative Bridge Programs:  Teaching of basic 

skills is integrated with occupational skills 

preparation to accelerate student progress and 

attainment of credentials valued in the labor 

market.
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ÅStudents in Washington Stateôs I-BEST programs 

achieved better educational outcomes than other 

basic skills students:
ÅMore likely to enroll in credit-bearing coursework and to earn 

credits toward a credential

ÅMore likely to continue their education into a second year

ÅMore likely to achieve gains in basic skills testing
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ÅUse state discretionary funds to pilot or expand 

bridge programs that combine basic skills 

instruction with occupational preparation

ÅExamples:  Wisconsin Skills Jump Start grants and Illinois 

Sector Initiative

ÅContract with community colleges and other 

eligible providers to expand training capacity and 

develop curriculum if necessary


